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REMARKS 

On page 2 of the Office Actioii, claims 24, 26, 28-^51 and 53-58 are rejected wider 
35 U.S.C. 103 as being unpatentable over Sonnenberg et al, U.S. Patent 6,673,756. 

Tn response, Applicants submit that Sonnenberg specifically discloses soaps in 
which the individual phases arc highly visible when viewed from above and from the side 
(see, e.g., the Abstract). Hiis is a characterisiic feature of Sonnenberg (see^ e.g.» uol. 2, 
lines 35-41). 

Applicants submit that such isoaps neither teach nor suggest the invention of 
independent claim 24, which recites ia method in which the cleansing bar that is used 
comprises an outside layer and an in^de layer, wherein outside layer is a difterent color 
than the inside layer. The inside layet is not visible fi x)m the outside (i.e., il is not visible 
when viewed from above or from the; side), and thus a child is motivated to wash away 
the outside layer to sec what color the inside layer is. Sonnenberg neither teaches nor 
suggests such a concept, and thus Applicants submit thai Sonnenberg neither teaches nor 
suggests The invention of claim 24 or the claims dependent thereon. 

Further, Applicants submit that Sonnenberg's soaps neither teach nor suggest the 
invention of independent claim 28, which recites a method in which the cleansing bar thai 
is used comprises a top layer and at- least one other layer, wherein the lop layer is a 
diflFerent color than the at least one otliier layer. The at least one other layer is not vi.siMe 
when viewed from above, and thus a; child is motivated to wash away the top layer to 
change the appearance of the bar. iSonnenberg neitlier teaches nor .suggests such & 
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concept, and thus Applicants submit! thai Sonnenberg neither leaches nor suggests the 
invention of claim 28 or ihe claims dejjcndent thereon. 

Similarly, Applicants submit ithat Sonnenberg's soaps neither teach nor suggest 
the invention of independent claim 5Q, which recites a method in which the cleansing bar 
ibal is used comprises a first layer and at least one other layer, wherein the first layer is :i 



different color than the at least one < 
when viewed from above, and thus a 
change the appearance of the bar. 
concept, and thus Applicants submit 



ther layer. The at least one other layer is not visible 
child is motivated to wash away the first layer to 
Sonnenberg neither teaches nor suggests such a 
that Sonnenberg neither teaches nor suggests the 



invention of clahn 28 or the claims dei>endent tfiereon. 

Thus, Applicants submit that; the cited reference does not teach or suggest a 
cleansing bar with an outside layer, a top layer, or a lirst layer as those layers are defined 
in the present application, and thus the cited art neither teaches nor suggests a step oJ" 
washing or bathini; with the cleansin g jbai so that the outside layer disappears (in the case 
of amended independent claim 24), d step of washing or bathinp so that the top layer 



disappears (in Hit; case of amended 



iindependent claim 28), or a step of washing or 



bathing so that the first laver disappea^^ (in the case of amended claun 50). 

Moreover, Applicants submit ithat the cited art neither teaches nor suggests a 
method for improving a child*s hygiehe comprising motivating a child to wash or bathe 
by providing the child with the particular cleansing bar recited in independent claim 58 
(i.e.^ a bar having rainbow colors and Umtaining a prize identifier having the appearance 
of a pot of gold) and having Ae child xi^rash or bathe with that bar. Applicants submit thai 
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the cleansing bar recited in claim 58! would result, e.g,, in a child washing longin- and 
more often than would the cleansing bar disclosed or suggested by the cited arl^ and thus 
would improve a child's hygiene- 
Further, Applicants submit thatt tlie Seid case, which is directed to a product, docs 
not apply to the present invention J which is directed to a method. In this regard. 
Applicants submit lhat the wlors ai^d layers in the present invention are not merely 
ornamentation or aesthetic design changes, but mther are fimctional in that they arc 
specifically designed to motivate a child to wash or bathe. 

Also, Applicants submit that Ithe prior art does not suggest the combination of 
elements recited in the present method claims^ and thus the Lintncr and Dillon case lav/ 
cited by the lixaminer does not apply, • 

In particular, a key element iof the present method claims is the element of 
motivating a child to wash or bathe, wherein the child is motivated to wash or bathe witli 
a multicolored cleansing bar in order tp see the appearance of the cleansing bar change in 
a particular way (e.g., the oulsidei layer disappearing in claim 24, the top layer 
disappearing in claim 28, or the first layer disappearing in claim 50). Seeing the 
cleaiising bar change appearance is what motivates the child to wash or bathe and thus is 
an important feature of this element of: the present invention- 
While the Examiner contends that the bar of the cited art would inherently 
motivate a child to wash. Applicants disagree but in any event submit that the cited an 
would not inherently motivate a child to wash in order to see the appearance of tlie 



cleansing bar change in the particular 



iway recited in the present claims (e.g.. the oulside 
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layer disappearing in claim 24, the top layer disappearing in claim 28, or the first layer 
disappearing in claim 50). 

Thus» Applicants submit that the prior art does nol teach or suggest all the 
elements orihc present method claims. 

As to the Examiner's contention that one would be motivated to assemble the 
layers and colors as claimed absent a showing to the contrary. Applicants submit thai 
there is no reason why one skilled ini the art would be motivated to assemble the layers 
and colors as claimed. Applicants submit that the cleansing bar recited in the present 
method claims is specifically designed to motivate a child to wash or bathe in order to see 
the appearance of tiic cleansing bar! change in a certain way (e.g., the oiitside layer 
disappearmg in amended claim 24^ th^ top layer disappearing in amended claim 28, or the 
first layer disappearing in amended diim 50). 

hi contrast^ Applicants submijt thai the prior art neither teaches nor suggests a 
motivation due to seeing the appearance of the cleansing hair change. Indeed, 
Sunnenberg is directed to achieving various scent experiences (see, e,g., the Abstract), 
which neitlier teaches nor suggests ain appearance change motivation as in the present 
invention. 



Thus, Applicants submit that 
art, and withdrawal of tliis rejection is 



the present invention is not obvious over the cited 
jrespectfully requested. 
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Conclusion 

For at least the above reasons,! Applicants submit tliat the present invention is now 
in condition for allowance. 

If the Hxaminer wishes to discuss this application with the undersigned, he is 
requested to contact the undersigned £it the local telephone number listed below. 

In view of ihc above, allowance of this application is respectfully requested. 



I hereby certify that this conesipondence is being fecsiaiile transmitted to the U.S. 
Patent and Trademark Office (Fax Nol (571)273-8300) on October 31 , 2006. 

Name of person signing this certificate: Bruce E. Kramer 



Respectfully submitted, 




Bruce E. Kramer 
Registration No. 33,725 



9112 Cherbourg Drive 
Potomac, MD 20854 
(301)299-8843 
Date: October 31, 2006 



Cerliflbate of Transmission 



Signature: 
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